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+ mail crossing the Border,

is is the nigh
Thisiak' 019 he postal order,

Bringing the cheque and t

rs for the poor,

Letters for the rich, lette
he girl next door.

The shop at the corner, t

Pulling up Beattock, a steady climb:
The gradient’s against her, but she’s on time.

Past cotton-grass and moorland boulder
Shovelling white steam over her shoulder,

Snorting noisily as she passes
Silent miles of wind-bent grasses.

Birds turn their heads as she approaches,
Stare from bushes at her blank-faced coaches.

Sheep-dogs cannot turn her course;
They slumber on with paws across.

In the ‘farr.n she passes no one wakes,
But a jug in a bedroom gently shakes.

By WH Auder
S

N.ow complete Challenge | and 2. Just writi
sheets out. don’t need to print these



. What type of transport is the night mail? Tick one.

A train j

A lorry j
A bus g B

| mark
2 Write one thing that the night mail carries. : rk}
mal
(3 What does each of these do when the night mail passes? Draw lines to match
the actions.
Birds trembles slightly
Sheep-dogs turn to look
A jug in a bedroom stay asleep D
| mark
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| ‘The gradient’s against her, but she’s on time.” What does the word ‘gradient’ mean in f
this sentence? Tick one.

Weather s ] !
Slope L l

(e i
Boundary e D x

2 Find and copy a group of words that tells you what energy is used to power the
night mail.

'3 How do we know that the night mail crosses from one country to another?
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