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to the BBC page where you can listen to the story.
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Friend or Foe

It is wartime. David and Tucky have been evacuated from London to 'the country. All
their schoolmates have been chosen by local people and taken to their new homes,
but no one has come for David and Tucky.

They had pulled away the chairs to make room for the newly arrived
mattresses and bedding when the hall door banged open. A huge, bearded
man in a great woolly coat and knee-high gaiters strode into the hall followed
by a rangy-looking black and white sheepdog.

Everyone gawped.

‘I'm sorry to be late, but I've come for a boy.’
“You are Mr Reynolds | presume.’ Miss Evers’ voice was stiff with anger.
‘l am, my dear, and who may you be?’

‘Mr Reynolds, these children have been up for over fifteen hours now. Miss
Roberts took Miss Evers’ arm to try to stop her, but Miss Evers would go on.
‘They have travelled nearly three hundred miles. You keep them waiting for
another two hours or more and all you can say is you're sorry.’

Mr Reynolds looked down at Miss Evers. ‘Lady, I've said I'm sorry. There’s
nothing more | can say if that won't satisfy you.” Then he looked up at the
platform and walked towards the two boys who had stood up by this time.
The dog followed and sat down by Mr Reynolds’ feet, looking up at them.

‘Sorry to keep you,” he said, looking from one to the other. He had bright
blue eyes and the lines on his face disappeared into a beard that was flecked
with white at the chin. There was wet mud down the front of his coat and
David noticed a broad gold wedding ring on his hand as he ruffled the dog’s
neck. “Twas the mare that did it. She foaled just half an hour ago, and

| couldn’t leave her. She had a bit of trouble, always does, this one. But we
managed between us, and ’tis a good looking-foal, another colt though. Five
foals she’s had, and not a filly among them.’

‘Filly?’ said Tucky. ‘What's that?’

‘Horse, my dear, and Mr Reynolds’ face creased into a smile. ‘Filly’s a girl
horse. Colt’s a boy, like yourself.

By Michael Morpurgo
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the hall when Mr Reynolds enters?

ed.” What does the word ‘gawped’ suggest about how everyone

Miss Evers feel towards Mr Reynolds? Tick one.
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