
A Brief History of Cricket Quick Questions
Cricket, the UK’s premier summer sport, is believed by 
many to have been around since the 13th century. It is 
thought that it originated in southern England and was 
played predominantly by boys. 

Originally, players didn’t throw the ball until the 19th 
century but rolled it along the ground instead. The first 
cricket bats were shaped like a modern hockey stick and 
the original wicket only had two stumps instead of three. 
Both evolved to how they look now during the 18th and 
19th centuries when cricket grew in popularity. 

In 1744, the first set of cricket rules were created by 
those who went on to found the Marylebone Cricket Club. 
They are the basis of modern cricket rules.

1.	 Explain the meaning of the word, 
predominantly. 

�  

2.	 Why do you think the cricket bat evolved during 
the 18th and 19th centuries? 

�

�  

�  

3.	 In what year were the first set of cricket rules 
created?  

�

4.	 Summarise what you have learnt about cricket 
in 25 words or fewer. 

�  

�  

�
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1.	 Explain the meaning of the word, 
predominantly. 

Predominantly means mainly or for the most 
part. 

2.	 Why do you think the cricket bat evolved during 
the 18th and 19th centuries? 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think the 
bat evolved because the way people bowled 
changed. 

3.	 In what year were the first set of cricket rules 
created?  

The first set of cricket rules 
was created in 1744.

4.	 Summarise what you have learnt about cricket 
in 25 words or fewer. 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Cricket 
started in the 13th century and was mostly 
played by boys. The bat, wicket, rules and 
how people bowled have changed since then. 

AnswersA Brief History of Cricket
Cricket, the UK’s premier summer sport, is believed by 
many to have been around since the 13th century. It is 
thought that it originated in southern England and was 
played predominantly by boys. 

Originally, players didn’t throw the ball until the 19th 
century but rolled it along the ground instead. The first 
cricket bats were shaped like a modern hockey stick and 
the original wicket only had two stumps instead of three. 
Both evolved to how they look now during the 18th and 
19th centuries when cricket grew in popularity. 

In 1744, the first set of cricket rules were created by 
those who went on to found the Marylebone Cricket Club. 
They are the basis of modern cricket rules.
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