
How we Build Historians at Blackhorse and Emersons 

At Blackhorse and Emersons Green, we plan our enquiries (BH) and topics (EG) in full before we 

teach the first lesson. We carefully and precisely map out all our WALTs, ensuring that we begin by 

consolidating substantive knowledge and then build towards disciplinary knowledge, once the 

learners are ready. 

In KS1, there is a bigger focus on substantive knowledge. By KS2, much of this substantive 

knowledge is already secure, so we build up to disciplinary knowledge and skills more quickly. We 

always activate prior knowledge by revisiting if regularly, using quizzing. 

The first stage of planning a new historical enquiry or topic: 

 

We Start by Teaching Chronology 

We know that the concept of chronology and the passage of time are 

big concepts and we revisit them frequently so that they gradually stick 

in the children’s mind, using spaced retrieval practice. We begin each 

historical enquiry or topic by activating prior knowledge using our 

timeline on the playground. In Reception, the children place themselves 

and their parents, then their grandparents on the physical timeline. By 

Year 6, the children place every historical period they have studied. In 

KS2, children build bar model timelines showing all the periods studied 

to date. In Year 3, they make physical bar models using cubes. By Years 

4-6, they record these in their log books: 

 

 



We Teach Background Knowledge Using Knowledge Organisers 

Our enquiries (BH) and topics (EG) focus on specific big questions. It is very important for the 

children to understand the context of the period being studied, even if the question being 

explored only relates to a specific part of it. In our second lesson of a history lead enquiry or topic, 

we teach a lesson focussing on the content of a knowledge organiser, to set the scene for the 

children and to provide a wider context for the specific learning to come. All History knowledge 

organisers include: location, ruled by, civilisation/empire, inventions, beliefs and houses. 

For the Year 6 enquiry, ‘Who were the greater engineers, the Romans or the Victorians?’ we use 2 

knowledge organisers to set the scene for the learning: 

 

 

 

 



Agreed Historical Terms 

To ensure consistency and to support the consolidation and activation prior knowledge, we use an agreed set of 

definitions for key historical terms and definitions: 

Key historical definitions 

Terms KS1 Definition KS2 Definition 

Historian Someone who learns about the past. 

Civilisation A group of people who live in large, 
well-organised groups usually in 
towns or cities. 

A civilization is a large group of people who share certain 
advanced ways of living and working. Civilizations came 
about as humans started living in cities. City people 
developed advanced forms of culture and government. 
Eventually, this advanced lifestyle spread to people in 
large regions around cities. 
  
Civilisations will have: 

1. Laws 
2. Cities 
3. Culture & religion 
4. Common language 
5. A ruler or government 
6. methods of trade & farming. 

Kingdom A place ruled by a King or Queen. A territory ruled by a King or Queen. 
Might not be considered a civilisation. 

Tribe/ Clan A smaller group of people you live together as a group. May be nomadic. 

Nomads/ 
Nomadic 

A tribe which moves to different places in search of food or trade.  

Empire When a King or Queen controls many 
different countries.  

A set of lands or regions which are ruled by an Emperor or 
ruler. 
  
An empire will often include many different cultures.  
  

Culture How a group of people dress, what they believe and how they express themselves through art/ 
music. 
  

Trade To exchange one thing for another. 
For example: buy and selling, or 
swapping.  
  

The exchange of goods and services for other goods or 
services. 

Artefact Any object made by a person. 
  

Any object made by a person which can often tell us 
something about how people lived in the past.  
  

Significance Why a person or era/period is important. 

Cause and 
consequence 

Why one event led to another. 

Chronology To learn about time and when things happened. 
  

Chronological 
(adjective) 

The order in which things happened. 

Era/ Period A section of time with a set beginning and end.  

Primary Source An artefact which helps us understand how the past was different. 

Secondary 
Source 

Information about the past which someone else has written. 

 

 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/city/352965
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/culture/399913
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/government/390615

