
Vocabulary  Definition Visual  

KS1 and KS2 

Primary colours Blue, Red and Yellow  

 
Secondary colours Colours which are mixed using two 

Primary colours: Green, Purple, Orange  

 
Tertiary colours  Colours which are mixed using a 

primary colour and a secondary colours 

  
Complimentary 
colours  

Colours which are opposite on the 
colour wheel – maximum contrast  

 
Analogous colours  Colours which are close to each other 

on the colour wheel – For Example: 
green and blue  

Tint  Adding white to a colour to make it 
lighter 

 

Tone Adding grey to a colour to make it 
darker 

Shade Adding black to a colour to make it 
darker 

Gradient  Moving through the colour wheel, from 
one colour into another 

 
Blending A smooth transition from one colour to 

another  
 

Texture Creating a surface which visually 
matches what it might feel like 
physically. 

 
Sculpture  A 3D artwork  

 

Form In 3D art – the shape, height, width and 
length of a sculpture is it’s form  

KS2 Only  

Directional strokes Use your paintbrush repeatedly in one 
direction – not back and forth  

 



Contour lines  Following the lines of a shape 

 
Composition  What a complete piece of art looks like 

and where each element is positioned 

 

Aesthetic  What a piece of art looks like – usually 
down to personal taste  

Scale How large or small an overall picture is 

 
Relative distances The position of one object in relation to 

another. For example, where the ducks 
are compared to the house. 

 

Proportion  1) How big something is in relation to 
other objects in the picture. For 
example; The duck looks larger than 
the house because it is closer. 

2) The size of a body part compared to 
another. For example: The size of 
the duck’s head compared to its 
body 

Foreground  What appears closest to the viewer – 
The ducks 

Midground  What appears slightly further back – 
The first house 

Background  What appears to be the furthest away 
from the viewer – The second house  

Perspective  Where the artist is viewing the 
scene/subject from  

 
Negative space  Using the blank page to create a 

suggestion of something there 

 
 


